Degr Harold , 


12/18/72 


r Just crot your latest batch of letters aad i have a 

noment, in this busy flaals pe'*"lo''! , to write you a note. 

As for as coals-:' 'own, I'll be 'olns hoae 12/22, an--! I think 
it ai'ht be best if I visited you and m soaetlae between then 
and X 12/31, If th-’t Is OK with you. I don't return school 

tintii ald-January, so I do have tlae to coae In January if 
that Is aore convenient .. .Althou«;h , coae to thin's of it, it 
probably would be better if I waited until January to co'ne, for 
there are some things I 'I like to do as soon as I wet home, 
besides ^sttlng things in order, like putting the final touches 
on my book so I can send It off ataln to publishers. How 
about f’e first week In January? 


The current business with Vietnam was to be expected, and 
I predicted to ly father this sumaer when, just before the 
Hepub convention. Hovers save an Interview to Knight iCewspapers 
and said he i-ras sure that we'd have a peace settlement either 
before the election or In a few weeks after the election. This 
clearly told me what the administration's strate^^y would be: 
make it seem like "peace was at hand" just before the election, 
with the plea that only if Mixon was reelected could the final 
touches to the settlement be worked out "In a few weeks." I said 
this to my father as soon as I read the interview. 

It seems this is exactly what haoiened. In the announcement 
of late October, it was obvious that the UH h§i,d lone most of 
the turning around which made the a-’reement possible, although 
I think North Vietnam also m.ave quite a bit with regard to Thieu 
and the pre-election set-up. They probably were wlllin-r to 
accept this if they could get a guarantee before Mixon was re- 
elected. Xft«jf;CKMS:<JiXHaKr(irt,; It.'iHXMAaHUfirKyMiSbkXMlCX It was obvious 
then, however, that the whole thing was a charade as long as 
Thieu was not willing to go along, as he insisted he was not. 

How could there be a cease-fire if one of the parties doesn't 
agree to cease fire? It is Inconceivable that Mixon could allow 
®ii of US policy to hang in theJS balance at the whim of one crummy 
dictator who could be out of the way with a snap of his fingers — 
inconceivable if you believe that Mixon really wanted oeace. 

I don't think he did, or else he 'woultn't have let Thieu stand 
in his way. Obviously, after the election, the US just did a 
180 derree about face on several substa itive issues, sufficient 
to force Hanoi Into changing Its position. Then lassinger comes 
home crying that the other side Is to blame for the Impasse. 
Kissinger's news conference was a mastery of loubls-talk and 
lies, and the press, from what I've seen, bought It. Theve was 
some decent commentary on M3C by a Washington Post correspondent, 
plus a stupid, unt'ilnklnv analysis by Valerlanl. Anthony 
Lewis In MYT today had a decent analysis, though not complete. 

Last nlvht, ysc News did a long feat\ire on the wife of a vuy killed 
In VN after peace was "at hand," who said she voted for Nixon and 
urged her fttends to do the sa:Tie only because she thou-'ht It 
Imperative to him back into office so the agree'-’ent could be 

allowed to get away with the dirtiest tricks. .'e'll have to 


Best , 


discuss this. 


.'iust run. 


